WORK IN ITALY,  1787-1794
we loved so much; all our schemes were overset
in the following manner. One morning Lord Bristol
called to see wrhat I have done here, and ordered me
to carve in marble for him, a bas relief I have modelled
here, between eight and nine feet, and near five feet
high ; representing Amphion and Zethus delivering
their mother Antiope from the fury of Dirce and
Lycus; it is my owrn composition, taken from a
different point of time, but the same story as the
group of the Toro Farnese, which you well know. I
refused this work notwithstanding the price would
have been five hundred guineas, and informed his
lordship I could not possibly remain longer here, unless
I should be employed to execute a work that might estab-
lish my reputation as a sculptor. His lordship applauded
my resolution, and immediately ordered me to execute
a group in marble, the figures as large as the Gladiator,
from a sketch in clay which I had made ; the subject of
which is, the Madness of Athamas, in which he believes
his wife Ino to be a tigress, and her children her whelps ;
when after coursing them round the hall, he seizes the
youngest from its mother's breast, and throws it on the
ground. The story is in Ovid's Metamorphosis, and the
group consists of Athamas, Ino, and two small children.
Mr. Bunce, the gentleman wrho does me the favour to
present this letter, was my most esteemed friend in Rome,
both for the excellence of his moral character, and his
abilities in architecture ; he was present when that noble
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